
 

 

NSPE/PEC GEORGE B. HIGHTOWER, P.E. FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
Dear Colleague: 
 
The Professional Engineers in Construction (PEC) Practice Division of the 
National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE) has established the George 
B. Hightower, P.E. Fellowship in recognition of the contributions that Mr. 
Hightower made to our profession. This Fellowship in the amount of $3,000 will 
be awarded annually to a graduate student to ensure the continuance of Mr. 
Hightower’s legacy.  
 
Mr. Hightower was a native of Atlanta,GA, born March 28, 1911 and passed on 
November 8, 2002 at the age of 91. 
 
Mr. Hightower was a 1933 graduate of Virginia Military Institute with a degree in 
Electrical Engineering and as a Second Lieutenant in the Cavalry Reserve. He 
entered the Air Force on January 21,1942 and on September 8,1943, he left 
Norfolk,VA by convoy through the German bombing attacks in the Mediterranean 
to Bombay,India. He later served as a Major in the Air Force Flying Tigers and 
was stationed in China during the Japanese invasion. As the Japanese 
approached, he was responsible for destroying several air bases after the 
American and Chinese forces had evacuated, often behind Japanese lines. His 
dedication and abilities were descibed by one of his fellow officers in a letter to 
their commanding officer stating " His evacuation of Sincheng, Namyung, and 
Kanchow could not have been improved upon----Hightower has a keen faculty of 
grasping a complicated over-all picture in one squint, and of retaining it for 
prompt, balanced and constructive decisions later." He was the recipient of the 
Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Clusters, the American Theater 
Ribbon, and the Asia Pacific Campaign Ribbon. 
 
Mr. Hightower spent 55 years in the engineering and contracting professions. 35 
years of those years as one of the owners of Conditioned Air Engineers, a 
commercial air conditioning contracting firm in Atlanta, GA. During that time he 
actively served in numerous capacities including on the Board of Directors of the 
National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE), Georgia Society of 
Professional Engineers (GSPE), Georgia Engineering Foundation (GEF), Society 
of American Military Engineers (SAME), National Environmental Balancing 
Bureau (NEBB), and the American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, & Air 
Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE).  He was a Fellow of the SAME and ASHRAE 
and awarded Life Member status from Associated Mechanical Contractors of 
Atlanta (AMCA) and ASHRAE. He was recognized as Eminent Engineer by Tau 
Beta Pi. 
 



 

In July 2002, he received the Outstanding Service Award from NSPE. He also 
received Distinguished Service Awards from GSPE, AMCA, ASHRAE, 
Mechanical Contractors Association of America (MCAA), and GEF.He so valued 
professionalism, ethics, and construction engineering that in 1972, he helped 
organize and served as the first Chairperson of the PEC Practice Division of 
NSPE. He also saw a need for independent testing and balancing of HVAC 
systems and became one of the founders of the National Environmental 
Balancing Bureau (NEBB). 
 
Mr. Hightower was very highly respected in the engineering profession. In order 
to continue his legacy, we are asking for your contribution to assist with 
permanent endowment of this Fellowship. PEC has made a commitment to 
match all contributions up to $50,000. The goal is to endow this Fellowship at the 
$100,000 level with a $5,000 award annually.  
 
 
Please send your tax deductible contribution to: 

     NSPE Educational Foundation 
     George B. Hightower, P.E. Fellowship 
     P.O. Box 855 
     Alexandria, VA 22334-0001 
 
  Name   
  Company/ Organization   
  Address   
               
  Telephone__________________ 
   ___Enclosed is my check payable to the NSPE Educational Foundation 
   ___I prefer to contribute with credit card in the amount of 
$___________________ 
   ___  American Express  ___Visa     ___Master Card 
  Credit Card No   
  Expiration Date__________ 
  Name (on card)   
  
  Signature   
 
NSPE members who contribute $1000 or more to this Fellowship will also be 
recognized as members of the Steinman Council. 
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