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Introduction
The following compilation of laws relating to the definitions of the practice of engineering in each state has been
developed by the National Society of Professional Engineers to provide detailed information about the breadth
and scope of these laws nationwide.
As stated in section 110.20(5) of the NCEES Model Law:
The term “Practice of Engineering,” as used in this Act, shall mean any service or creative work requiring
engineering education, training, and experience in the application of engineering principles and the interpretation
of engineering data to engineering activities that potentially impact the health, safety, and welfare of the public. The
services may include, but not be limited to, providing planning, studies, designs, design coordination, drawings,
specifications, and other technical submissions; teaching engineering design courses; performing surveying that is
incidental to the practice of engineering; and reviewing construction or other design products for the purposes of
monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications related to engineered works...
Defining the “practice of engineering” is of paramount importance in understanding the obligation of the
professional engineer to the public health, safety, and welfare. The public places its trust in professional engineers
when the public uses facilities, processes, and systems designed and developed by professional engineers. To
ensure the work of professional engineers remains worthy of this trust, the practice of engineering is regulated by
states and territories for the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare.
NSPE is providing this resource so that NSPE members, state societies, professional engineers, and the
public can better understand the laws and regulations that define the practice of engineering. This assessment
is intended to provide useful information that NSPE and its state societies can share with legislators and
policymakers in their work to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. For the most complete and current
information, please visit the applicable state licensing board website. Licensing board website links may be
found at www.nspe.org/resources/licensure/licensing-boards.
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STATE Alabama

Alabama

CITATION 08.48.341

7. PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING
Any professional service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in
the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design and design coordination of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and
water, performing engineering surveys and studies, and the review of construction or other design products for the purpose of monitoring
compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any
utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products; equipment of
a control, communications, computer, mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding
life, health, or property; and including other professional services necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering
services.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, in qualifying a witness to offer expert testimony on the practice of engineering, the
court shall consider as evidence of his or her expertise whether the proposed witness holds a valid Alabama license for the practice of
engineering. Provided, however, such qualification by the court shall not be withheld from an otherwise qualified witness solely on the
basis of the failure of the proposed witness to hold such valid Alabama license.
a. Design coordination includes the review and coordination of those technical submissions prepared by others, including, as appropriate
and without limitations, consulting engineers, architects, landscape architects, land surveyors, and other professionals working under
the direction of the engineer.
b. Engineering surveys include all survey activities required to support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, maintenance and operation of engineered projects, rights-of-way and easement acquisitions relative to the centerline of the project. Engineering surveys may be used to locate, relocate, establish, reestablish, layout or retrace any road, right-of-way, easement or alignment relative to the centerline of the project. Additionally, engineering surveys may be performed to determine areas, volumes or
physical features of the earth, elevation of all real property, improvements on the earth and the configuration or contour of the surface
of the earth or the position of fixed objects thereon by measuring lines and angles and applying the principles of mathematics. All engineering surveys shall exclude the surveying of real property for the establishment of any property line or land boundaries, setting of
corners or monuments, and the dependent or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.
c.

The term shall not include the practice of architecture except such architectural work as is incidental to the practice of professional
engineering; nor shall the term include work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment.

d. The practice of engineering shall include the offering of expert opinion in any legal proceeding in Alabama regarding work legally
required to be performed under an Alabama engineer’s license number or seal, which opinion may be given by an engineer licensed in
any jurisdiction.
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STATE Alaska

Alaska-Arizona

CITATION Sec.

08.48.341

Definitions In this chapter:
13. “practice of engineering” means professional service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires the specialized
knowledge of applied mathematics and sciences, dealing with the design of structures, machines, equipment, utilities systems, materials, processes, works, or projects, public or private; the teaching of advanced engineering courses in institutions of higher learning; the
direction of or the performance of engineering surveys, consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and professional observation
of construction of public and private structures, works, or projects and engineering review of drawings and specifications by regulatory agencies; “practice of engineering” may by regulation of the board include architectural building design of minor importance, but it
does not include comprehensive architectural services.

STATE Arizona

CITATION 32-101

Purpose; definitions:
11. “Engineering practice” means any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training and experience
and the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such professional services
or creative work as consultation, research investigation, evaluation, planning, surveying as defined in paragraph 20, subdivisions
(d) and (e) of this subsection, design, location, development, and review of construction for conformance with contract documents
and design, in connection with any public or private utility, structure, building, machine, equipment, process, work or project. Such
services and work include plans and designs relating to the location, development, mining and treatment of ore and other minerals. A person shall be deemed to be practicing or offering to practice engineering if the person practices any branch of the profession of engineering, or by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or any other manner represents that the person is a
professional engineer or is able to perform or does perform any engineering service or other service recognized by educational
authorities as engineering. A person employed on a full-time basis as an engineer by an employer engaged in the business of
developing, mining and treating ores and other minerals shall not be deemed to be practicing engineering for the purposes of this
chapter if the person engages in the practice of engineering exclusively for and as an employee of such employer and does not
represent that the person is available and is not represented as being available to perform any engineering services for persons
other than the person’s employer.
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STATE Arkansas

Arkansas-California

CITATION 17-30-101

Definitions:
4.A.“Practice of engineering” means a service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge in the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to
services or creative work such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of engineering works and systems
relating to the use of air, land, water, municipal and regional planning, forensic services, engineering teaching of advanced engineering subjects or related courses, engineering surveys, and the inspection of construction to assure compliance with drawings
and specifications that are related to public or private service or work, concerning any utilities, structures, buildings, machines,
equipment, processes, work systems, or projects including architectural work that is incidental to the practice of engineering.
B. A person practices or offers to practice engineering, within the meaning of this chapter, who:
i.

Practices a branch of the profession of engineering;

ii.

By verbal claim, sign advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself or herself to be an engineer;

ii.

Through the use of some other title implies that he or she is an engineer or that he or she is licensed under this chapter; or

iv

Holds himself or herself out as able to perform or does perform an engineering service or work or any other service designated by the
practitioner that is recognized as engineering.

STATE California

CITATION 6701

Professional engineer defined:
“Professional engineer,” within the meaning and intent of this act, refers to a person engaged in the professional practice of rendering
service or creative work requiring education, training and experience in engineering sciences and the application of special knowledge
of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences in such professional or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation,
planning or design of public or private utilities, structures, machines, processes, circuits, buildings, equipment or projects, and supervision of construction for the purpose of securing compliance with specifications and design for any such work.
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STATE Colorado

Colorado-Delaware

CITATION 12-25-102

Definitions:
10. a. “Practice of engineering” means the performance for others of any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training, and experience and the application of special knowledge of the mathematical and engineering sciences to such professional services or creative work, including consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, and the observation of construction
to evaluate compliance with plans and specifications in connection with the utilization of the forces, energies, and materials of nature in
the development, production, and functioning of engineering processes, apparatus, machines, equipment, facilities, structures, buildings, works, or utilities, or any combination or aggregations thereof, employed in or devoted to public or private enterprise or uses.
b. An individual practices or offers to practice “professional engineering” within the meaning and intent of this section if the individual,
by oral claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way, represents himself or herself to be a professional engineer,
through the use of any other means implies that the individual is licensed under this part 1, or performs engineering services.

STATE Connecticut

CITATION Sec.

20-299

Definitions:
1. “Professional engineer” means a person who is qualified by reason of his knowledge of mathematics, the physical sciences and the
principles of engineering, acquired by professional education and practical experience, to engage in engineering practice, including
rendering or offering to render to clients any professional service such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design or
responsible supervision of construction, in connection with any public or privately-owned structures, buildings, machines, equipment,
processes, works or projects in which the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, public health or property is concerned or involved.

STATE Delaware

CITATION §2803

Definitions:
25. ‘Practice of engineering’ or ‘to practice engineering’ includes any professional service performed for the general public such as consultation,
investigation, evaluation, planning, design, or responsible supervision of construction or operation in connection with any public or private
buildings, structures, utilities, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health
or property is concerned or involved when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and data, but it does
not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment, neither does it include engineering
services performed by an employee of a firm or corporation that does not offer professional engineering services to the general public.
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District of Columbia

District of Columbia-Florida

CITATION 1599

Definitions:
d. Practice of Engineering - Any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training,
and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences, provided in consultation, investigation, expert technical testimony, evaluation, planning, design and design coordination of engineering works and systems,
planning the use of land, air, and water, teaching advanced engineering subjects, performing engineering surveys and studies, and
the review of construction for the purpose of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications, any of which embraces such
services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work
systems, projects, communication systems, transportation systems, and industrial or consumer products, or equipment of control
systems, communications, mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, environmental, or thermal nature, insofar as they
involve safeguarding life, health, or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning,
progress, and completion of any engineering services. Said practice includes the doing of such architectural work, as is incidental to
the practice of engineering.

STATE Florida

CITATION 471.005

Definitions:
7. “Engineering” includes the term “professional engineering” and means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of
which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical,
and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, teaching of the principles and methods of engineering design, engineering surveys, and the inspection of construction for the purpose of determining in general if the work is proceeding in compliance
with drawings and specifications, any of which embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities,
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment
of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or property; and
includes such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services.
A person who practices any branch of engineering; who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, or card, or in any other way,
represents himself or herself to be an engineer or, through the use of some other title, implies that he or she is an engineer or that he
or she is licensed under this chapter; or who holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or does perform, any engineering service
or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering shall be construed to practice or offer to
practice engineering within the meaning and intent of this chapter.
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STATE Georgia

Georgia-Guam

CITATION §

43-15-2

Definitions:
11. “Professional engineering” means the practice of the art and sciences, known as engineering, by which mechanical properties of
matter are made useful to man in structures and machines and shall include any professional service, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, designing, or responsible supervision of construction or operation, in connection with any public or private
utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects, wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of
life, health, or property is concerned or involved, when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and
data and training in the application of mathematical and physical sciences. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice
professional engineering, within the meaning of this chapter who by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other
way represents or holds himself out as a professional engineer or engineer or as able or qualified to perform engineering services
or who does perform any of the services set out in this paragraph. Nothing contained in this chapter shall include the work ordinarily
performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment.

TERRITORY Guam

CITATION §

32103

Definitions:
(6) Practice of Engineering means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, expert technical testimony, evaluation, planning, design, and design coordination
of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land, air and water, teaching of advanced engineering subjects, performing
engineering studies and the review and/or management of construction for the purpose of monitoring and/or ensuring compliance with
drawings and specifications; any of which embraces such services of work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities,
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, communication systems, transportation systems, and
industrial or consumer products, or equipment of a control systems, communications, mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic,
chemical, environmental or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or property, and including such other
professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services. Design coordination includes the review and coordination of those technical submissions prepared by others, including as appropriate and without
limitation, consulting engineers, architects, landscape architects, surveyors, and other professionals working under the direction of the
engineer. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this Chapter, who
practices any branch of the profession of engineering or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other
way represents themselves to be a professional engineer or through the use of some other title implies that they are a professional
engineer or that they are licensed under this Chapter; or who hold themselves out as able to perform, or who does perform any engineering service or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering.

Copyright © National Society of Professional Engineers. All Rights Reserved.

7

The data in this document is current as of March 2018

STATE Hawaii

Hawaii-Idaho

CITATION §464-1

Definitions:
“Professional engineer” means a person who holds oneself out as able to perform, or who does perform, any professional service such
as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, or observation of construction or operation, in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects, wherein the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned or involved, when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and data.

STATE Idaho

CITATION 54-1202

Definitions:
10. “Professional engineering” and “practice of professional engineering” mean any service or creative work offered to or performed for the
public for any project physically located in this state, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, designing, design coordination, teaching upper division engineering design subjects, and responsible charge of observation of construction in connection with any
public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works or projects or to certify elevation information, wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned or involved, when such service requires the application of
engineering principles and data. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice professional engineering within the meaning
and intent of this chapter who practices or offers to practice any of the branches of the profession of engineering for the public for any
project physically located in this state or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself
to be a professional engineer or through the use of some other title implies that he is a professional engineer or that he is licensed under
this chapter, or holds himself out as able to perform or who does perform for the public for any project physically located in this state, any
engineering service or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which is the practice of professional engineering.
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STATE Illinois

CITATION Sec.

Illinois

4

Definitions:
o. “Professional engineering practice” means the consultation on, conception, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of, and selection of materials to be used in, administration of construction contracts for, or site observation of, an engineering system or facility,
where such consultation, conception, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, selection, administration, or observation requires extensive knowledge of engineering laws, formulae, materials, practice, and construction methods. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice professional engineering, within the meaning and intent of this Act, who practices, or who, by verbal claim, sign,
advertisement, letterhead, card, or any other way, is represented to be a professional engineer, or through the use of the initials “P.E.” or
the title “engineer” or any of its derivations or some other title implies licensure as a professional engineer, or holds himself out as able
to perform any service which is recognized as professional engineering practice.
Examples of the practice of professional engineering include, but need not be limited to, transportation facilities and publicly owned
utilities for a region or community, railroads, railways, highways, subways, canals, harbors, river improvements; land development;
stormwater detention, retention, and conveyance, excluding structures defined under Section 5 of the Structural Engineering Practice
Act of 1989 (225 ILCS 340/5); irrigation works; aircraft and airports; traffic engineering; waterworks, piping systems, sewers, sewage
disposal works, storm sewer, sanitary sewer and water system modeling; plants for the generation of power; devices for the utilization of power; boilers; refrigeration plants, air conditioning systems and plants; heating systems and plants; plants for the transmission or distribution of power; electrical plants which produce, transmit, distribute, or utilize electrical energy; works for the extraction
of minerals from the earth; plants for the refining, alloying or treating of metals; chemical works and industrial plants involving the
use of chemicals and chemical processes; plants for the production, conversion, or utilization of nuclear, chemical, or radiant energy;
forensic engineering, geotechnical engineering including, subsurface investigations; soil and rock classification, geology and geohydrology, incidental to the practice of professional engineering; geohydrological investigations, migration pathway analysis (including
evaluation of building and site elements), soil and groundwater management zone analysis and design; energy analysis, environmental risk assessments, corrective action plans, design, remediation, protection plans and systems, hazardous waste mitigation
and control, and environmental control or remediation systems; recognition, measurement, evaluation and control of environmental
systems and emissions; control systems, evaluation and design of engineered barriers, excluding structures defined under Section
5 of the Structural Engineering Practice Act of 1989 (225 ILCS 340/5); modeling of pollutants in water, soil, and air; engineering
surveys of sites, facilities, and topography specific to a design project, not including land boundary establishment; automated building management systems; control or remediation systems; computer controlled or integrated systems; automatic fire notification and
suppression systems; investigation and assessment of indoor air inhalation exposures and design of abatement and remediation
systems; or the provision of professional engineering site observation of the construction of works and engineering systems. In the
performance of any of the foregoing functions, a licensee shall adhere to the standards of professional conduct enumerated in 68
Ill. Adm. Code 1380.300. Nothing contained in this Section imposes upon a person licensed under this Act the responsibility for the
performance of any of the foregoing functions unless such person specifically contracts to provide it. Nothing in this Section shall
preclude an employee from acting under the direct supervision or responsible charge of a licensed professional engineer.
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STATE Indiana

CITATION IC

Indiana-Iowa

25-31-1-2

Definitions:
d. “Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work that the adequate performance of requires engineering education,
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to services or
creative work that includes the following:
1. Consultation.
2. Investigation.
3. Evaluation.
4. Planning, including planning the use of land and water.
5. The design of or the supervision of the design of engineering works and systems.
6. Engineering surveys and studies or the supervision of engineering surveys and studies, including all surveying activities required to
support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, maintenance, and operation of engineered projects, but not including
the surveying of real property for the establishment of land boundaries, subdivisions, rights-of-way, easements, and the dependent or
independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.
7. Evaluation of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with specifications, plans, and designs, in connection with any public
or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, or projects.

STATE Iowa

CITATION 542B.2

Terms defined:
9. a.“Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences, such as
consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design and design coordination of engineering works and systems, planning the use
of land and water, performing engineering surveys and studies, and the review of construction for the purpose of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications, any of which embraces such services or creative work, either public or private, in connection
with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products
or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health,
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Iowa-Kansas

or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of the
services identified in this subsection.
b. A person is construed to be engaged in the practice of engineering if the person does any of the following:
1. Practices any branch of the profession of engineering.
2. Makes a representation by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or other manner that the person is a professional engineer.
3. Uses any title which implies that the person is a professional engineer or that the person is certified under this chapter.
4. The person holds the person’s self out as able to perform, or who does perform, any service or work included in the practice of engineering.

STATE Kansas

CITATION 74-7003

Definitions:
p. 1. “Professional engineering” or “practice of engineering” means providing, offering to provide, or holding oneself out as able to provide
professional engineering services, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training and experience in the
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences, including the following: Common technical
services, as defined in subsection (g); consulting, investigating, evaluating, planning and designing of engineering works and systems;
producing engineering surveys and studies; and preparing any engineering design features which embrace such service or work,
either public or private, for any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects and industrial
or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding the health, safety, property or welfare of the public.
2. As used in this subsection, the term “engineering surveys” includes all survey activities required to support the sound conception,
planning, design, construction, maintenance and operation of engineered projects, but excludes the surveying of real property for the
establishment of land boundaries, rights-of-way, easements and the dependent or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land
survey system.
3. The term “professional engineering” or “practice of professional engineering” shall not include those services specifically identified in
the definition of “architecture,” “landscape architecture,” “professional geology” and “professional surveying” except for those services
which are included in the term “common technical services,” as defined in subsection (g).
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STATE Kentucky

Kentucky

CITATION 322.010

Definitions for chapter:
4. “Engineering” means any professional service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training, and experience as an engineer.
a. “Engineering” shall include:
1. Consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, certification, and design of engineering works and systems;
a. Engineering design and engineering work associated with design/build projects;
b. Engineering works and systems which involve earth materials, water or other liquids, and gases;
c.

Planning the use of land, air, and waters; and

d. Performing engineering surveys and studies;
2. The review of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces this service or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, certain buildings, building systems, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, or projects with which the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned,
when that professional service or work requires the application of engineering principles and data;
3. The teaching of engineering design courses in any program accredited by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology or any engineering program deemed equivalent by the board;
4. The negotiation or solicitation of engineering services on any project in this state, regardless of whether the persons engaged in the
practice of engineering:
a. Are residents of this state;
b. Have their principal place of business in this state; or
c.

Are in responsible charge of the engineering services performed; and

5. The services of a professional engineer who engages in the practice of land surveying incident to the practice of engineering that does
not relate to the location or determination of land boundaries.
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STATE Louisiana

Louisiana-Maryland

CITATION 37-§682

Definitions:
12. a.“Practice of engineering” shall mean responsible professional service which may include consultation, investigation, evaluation,
planning, designing, or inspection of construction in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, machines, equipment,
processes, works, or projects wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, and property is concerned or involved,
when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and the interpretation of engineering data.
b. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering: who practices in any discipline of the profession of engineering; or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself to be a professional engineer; or who represents himself as able to perform; or who does perform any engineering service or work or any other professional
service designated by the practitioner or recognized by educational authorities as engineering. The practice of engineering shall not
include the work ordinarily performed by a person who himself operates or maintains machinery or equipment.

STATE Maine

CITATION 32-§1251

Definitions:
3. Practice of professional engineering. “Practice of professional engineering” means any professional service, such as consultation,
investigation, evaluation, planning, design or responsible supervision of construction in connection with any public or private utilities,
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works or projects, wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health
or property is concerned or involved, when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and data.

STATE Maryland

CITATION §14-101

Definitions:
j. 1. “Practice engineering” means to provide any service or creative work the performance of which requires education, training, and experience in the application of:
i.

special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences; and

ii.

the principles and methods of engineering analysis and design
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Maryland-Massachusetts

2. In regard to a building or other structure, machine, equipment, process, works, system, project, or public or private utility, “practice
engineering” includes:
i.

consultation;

ii.

design;

iii. evaluation;
iv. inspection of construction to ensure compliance with specifications and drawings;
v.

investigation;

vi. planning; and
vii. design coordination.
3. “Practice engineering” does not include the exclusive and sole performance of nontechnical management activities.

STATE Massachusetts

CITATION

I-XVI-112-§81D

Definitions:
“Practice of engineering”, any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training and experience and the
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such professional services or creative work
as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design and supervision of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with
specifications and design, in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works
or projects, but it shall not include the practice of architecture, as defined in section sixty A, except that a registered professional engineer
may do such architectural work as is incidental to his work, nor shall it include the practice of land surveying, except that a registered professional engineer qualified in the branch of civil engineering may perform land surveying incidental to his engineering work for locating or
relocating any of the fixed works embraced within the practice of civil engineering excluding property line determination.
A person shall be construed to practice or to offer to practice engineering who practices any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by
verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself to be a professional engineer, or through the use of
some other title implies that he is a professional engineer; or who holds himself out as able to perform, or who does perform any engineering
service or work or any other professional service designated by the practitioner or recognized by educational authorities as engineering. The
practice of engineering shall not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate, maintain or install machinery or equipment.
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STATE Michigan

Massachusetts-Michigan-Minnesota

CITATION 339.2001

Definitions:
g. “Practice of professional engineering” means professional services, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, or
review of material and completed phases of work in construction, alteration, or repair in connection with a public or private utility, structure,
building, machine, equipment, process, work, or project, if the professional service requires the application of engineering principles or data.

STATE Minnesota

CITATION 326.02

LICENSURE OR CERTIFICATION:
Subd. 3. a. Any person shall be deemed to be practicing professional engineering within the meaning of sections 326.02 to 326.15 who
holds out as being able to perform or who does perform any technical professional service, such as planning, design or observation of
construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with specifications and design, in connection with any public or private structures,
buildings, utilities, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, or
property is concerned or involved, when such professional service requires the application of the principles of mathematics and the physical and applied engineering sciences, acquired by education or training, and by experience.
b. No person other than one licensed under sections 326.02 to 326.15 as a professional engineer may:
1. use the term “professional engineer”;
2. use any other abbreviation or term, including the initials “P.E.” or “PE” by signature, verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card,
or similar means that would lead the public to believe that the person was a professional engineer; or
3. use any means or in any other way make a representation that would lead the public to believe that the person was a professional
engineer.
c.

A professional engineering license satisfies any requirements by the state or its political subdivisions to perform any actions authorized under the professional engineering license. A person licensed as a professional engineer under sections 326.02 to 326.15 shall
only be required to obtain a license, certification, or other form of approval for a skill or service in addition to a professional engineering license if the state or political subdivision has made an affirmative written determination in statute, rule, or ordinance that such
additional license or certification is necessary to safeguard life, health, or property, or promote the public welfare. This section does
not preclude the state or a political subdivision from including additional requirements when soliciting public contracts for engineering
services. This paragraph does not apply to practice areas where licenses or certifications are required prior to August 1, 2015.
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STATE Mississippi

Mississippi-Missouri

CITATION §73-13-3

Definitions:
The term “practice of engineering” within the meaning and intent of Sections 73-13-1 through 73-13-45 shall mean any service
or creative work the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application
of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation,
investigation, expert technical testimony, evaluation, planning, design, and design coordination of engineering works and systems,
planning the use of land, air and water, performing engineering surveys and studies, and the review of construction for the purpose
of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces such engineering services or work, either public
or private, in connection with any utilities, water resources, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems,
projects, communications systems, transportation systems, industrial or consumer products or equipment of control systems; or
engineering services or work of a communications, mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, geotechnical (including
geology and geohydrology incidental to the practice of engineering), geological, environmental, or thermal nature, insofar as they
involve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning,
progress and completion of any engineering services.

STATE Missouri

CITATION 327.181

Practice as professional engineer defined – use of titles, restrictions:
1. Any person practices in Missouri as a professional engineer who renders or offers to render or holds himself or herself out as willing or able
to render any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation,
investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, teaching of advanced engineering subjects or courses
related thereto, design surveys and studies, the design coordination of services furnished by engineers and other consultants as they relate
to engineering work, construction observation and the inspection of construction for the purpose of compliance with drawings and specifications, any of which embraces such service or work either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines,
equipment, processes, work systems or projects and including such architectural work as is incidental to the practice of engineering; or who
uses the title “professional engineer” or “consulting engineer” or the word “engineer” alone or preceded by any word indicating or implying
that such person is or holds himself or herself out to be a professional engineer, or who shall use any word or words, letters, figures, degrees, titles or other description indicating or implying that such person is a professional engineer or is willing or able to practice engineering.
2. Professional engineers shall be in responsible charge of all engineering design of buildings, structures, products, machines, processes, and systems that can affect the health, safety, and welfare of the public within their scope of practice.
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Missouri-Montana-Nebraska

3. Notwithstanding any provision of subsection 1 of this section, any person using the word “engineer”, “engineers”, or “engineering”,
alone or preceded by any word, or in combination with any words, may do so without being subject to disciplinary action by the board
so long as such use is reflective of that person’s profession or vocation and is clearly not indicating or implying that such person is
holding himself or herself out as being a professional engineer or is willing or able to practice engineering as defined in this section.

STATE Montana

CITATION 37-67-101

Definitions:
7.a. “Practice of engineering” means:
i.

any service or creative work the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application
of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to the services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of water, teaching of advanced engineering
subjects, engineering surveys, and the inspection of construction for the purpose of ensuring compliance with drawings and specifications;

ii.

any of the functions described in subsection (7)(a)(i) that embrace the services or work, either public or private, in connection with any
utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment of mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or property.

b. The term includes other professional services necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services.
c.

The term does not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment, communication
lines, signal circuits, electric powerlines, or pipelines.

STATE Nebraska

CITATION 81-3421

Practice of engineering, defined:
1. Practice of engineering means any service or creative work that requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences. The services may include, but not be limited
to, planning, providing studies, designs, drawings, specifications, and other technical submissions, and administering construction
contracts. The practice of engineering does not include the practice of architecture.
2. A person shall be construed to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of the Engineers and Architects Regulation Act, if he or she:
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Nebraska-Nevada-New Hampshire

a. Practices any discipline of the profession of engineering or holds himself or herself out as able and entitled to practice any discipline of
engineering;
b. By verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, or card or in any other way, represents himself or herself to be a professional engineer; or
c.

Through the use of some other title, implies that he or she is a professional engineer or licensed under the Engineers and Architects
Regulation Act.

STATE Nevada

CITATION NRS

625.050

“Practice of professional engineering” defined:
1. “The practice of professional engineering” includes, but is not limited to:
a. Any professional service which involves the application of engineering principles and data, such as surveying, consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design, or responsible supervision of construction or operation in connection with any public or private
utility, structure, building, machine, equipment, process, work or project, wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health
or property is concerned or involved.
b. Such other services as are necessary to the planning, progress and completion of any engineering project or to the performance of
any engineering service.
2. The practice of engineering does not include land surveying or the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain
machinery or equipment.

STATE New

Hampshire

CITATION 310-A:2

Definitions:
III. “Practice of engineering’’ means any professional service or creative work requiring education, training, experience, and the application of advanced knowledge of mathematics and physical sciences, involving the constant exercise of discretion and judgment, to
such services or work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, responsible oversight of construction, and responsible oversight of operation, in connection with any public or private utilities, structure, buildings, machines, equipment, processes,
works, or projects, wherein the public welfare, or the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned.
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STATE New

Jersey

New Jersey-New Mexico

CITATION 45:8-28

Definitions:
a. The term “professional engineer” within the meaning and intent of this chapter shall mean a person who by reason of his special
knowledge of the mathematical and physical sciences and the principles and methods of engineering analysis and design, acquired by
professional education and practical experience, is qualified to practice engineering as hereinafter defined as attested by his license
as a professional engineer.
b. The terms “practice of engineering” or “professional engineering” within the meaning and intent of this chapter shall mean any service
or creative work the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience and the application of
special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, engineering studies, and the administration of construction for the purpose of determining compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which
embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any engineering project including: utilities, structures,
buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, telecommunications, or equipment of a mechanical, electrical,
hydraulic, pneumatic or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress and completion of any engineering services. The design of buildings by
professional engineers shall be consistent with section 7 of the “Building Design Services Act,” P.L.1989, c.277 (C.45:4B-7).
The practice of professional engineering shall not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery
or equipment. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to prevent or affect the employment of architects in connection with
engineering projects within the scope of the act to regulate the practice of architecture and all the amendments and supplements thereto.
A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this chapter, who practices
any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself to be a professional engineer, or through the use of some other title utilizing or including the word engineer, implies
that he is a professional engineer; or who represents himself as able to perform, or who does perform any engineering service or work
or any other professional service recognized by the board as professional engineering.

STATE New

Mexico

CITATION 61-23-3

Definitions:
E. “engineering”, “practice of engineering” or “engineering practice” means any creative or engineering work that requires engineering
education, training and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences
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New Mexico-New York-North Carolina

to such creative work as consultation, investigation, forensic investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and
systems, expert technical testimony, engineering studies and the review of construction for the purpose of assuring substantial compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embrace such creative work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects and industrial or consumer products or equipment
of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, chemical, pneumatic, environmental or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life,
health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress and completion of
any engineering work. The “practice of engineering” may include the use of photogrammetric methods to derive topographical and
other data. The “practice of engineering” does not include responsibility for the supervision of construction, site conditions, operations,
equipment, personnel or the maintenance of safety in the work place.

STATE New

York

CITATION §7201

Definition of practice of engineering:
The practice of the profession of engineering is defined as performing professional service such as consultation, investigation, evaluation,
planning, design or supervision of construction or operation in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment,
processes, works, or projects wherein the safeguarding of life, health and property is concerned, when such service or work requires the
application of engineering principles and data.

STATE North

Carolina

CITATION §

89C-3

Definitions:
6. Practice of Engineering
a. Any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience, in the
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water,
engineering surveys, and the observation of construction for the purposes of assuring compliance with drawings and specifications, including the consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design for either private or public use, in connection with any utilities,
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment of a
mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress and completion of any engineering services.
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A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this Chapter, who practices any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way
represents the person to be a professional engineer, or through the use of some other title implies that the person is a professional
engineer or that the person is licensed under this Chapter; or who holds the person out as able to perform, or who does perform any
engineering service or work not exempted by this Chapter, or any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as
engineering.
b. The term “practice of engineering” shall not be construed to permit the location, description, establishment or reestablishment of property lines or descriptions of land boundaries for conveyance. The term does not include the assessment of an underground storage tank
required by applicable rules at closure or change in service unless there has been a discharge or release of the product from the tank.

STATE North

Dakota

CITATION 43-19.1-02

Definitions:
7. “Practice of engineering and practice of professional engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of
which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical,
and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, engineering teaching of advanced engineering subjects or courses related thereto, engineering surveys,
and the inspection of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces
such service or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes,
work systems, or projects as are incidental to the practice of engineering. A person must be construed to practice or offer to practice
engineering if the person practices any branch of the profession of engineering; if the person, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement,
letterhead, card, or in any other way represents that the person is an engineer and is able to practice engineering in this state if the
person through the use of some other title implies that the person is an engineer or that the person is registered under this chapter; or
if the person holds out as able to perform, or does perform any engineering service or work or any other service that is recognized as
engineering, for a valuable consideration for others, including the public at large.

STATE Ohio

CITATION 4733.01

Professional engineer and professional surveyor definitions:
E. “The practice of engineering” includes any professional service, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, or
inspection of construction or operation for the purpose of assuring compliance with drawings or specifications in connection with any
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Ohio-Oklahoma

public or privately owned public utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects in the proper rendering of which the qualifications of section 4733.11 of the Revised Code are required to protect the public welfare or to safeguard life,
health, or property.

STATE Oklahoma

CITATION §59-475.2

Definitions:
4. . “Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such
services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, planning
the engineering use of land and water, teaching of advanced engineering subjects or courses related thereto, engineering research,
engineering surveys, engineering studies, and the inspection or review of construction for the purposes of assuring compliance with
drawings and specifications; any of which embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities,
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, communication systems, transportation systems and
industrial or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, chemical, environmental, hydraulic, pneumatic, thermal,
control system or communications nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the design review and integration of a multidiscipline work, planning, progress and completion
of any engineering services.
Design review and integration includes the design review and integration of those technical submissions prepared by others, including
as appropriate and without limitation, engineers, architects, landscape architects, land surveyors, and other professionals working
under the direction of the engineer. The definition of design review and integration by engineers does not restrict the services other
licensed professional disciplines are authorized to offer or perform by statute or regulation.
Engineering surveys include all survey activities required to support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, maintenance and operation of engineered projects, but exclude the surveying of real property for the establishment of land boundaries,
rights-of-way, easements and the dependent or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.
A person or entity shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of Section 475.1 et seq.
of this title who does any of the following: practices any branch of the profession of engineering; by verbal claim, sign, advertisement,
letterhead, card or in any other way represents such person to be a professional engineer, through the use of some other title implies
that any person is a professional engineer or is licensed or qualified under Section 475.1 et seq. of this title; or who represents qualifications or ability to perform or who does practice engineering.
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STATE Oregon

Oregon

CITATION 672.005

Additional definitions:
1. “Practice of engineering” or “practice of professional engineering” means doing any of the following:
a. Performing any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training and experience.
b. Applying special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such professional services or creative work as
consultation, investigation, testimony, evaluation, planning, design and services during construction, manufacture or fabrication for the
purpose of ensuring compliance with specifications and design, in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings,
machines, equipment, processes, works or projects.
c.

Surveying to determine area or topography.

d. Surveying to establish lines, grades or elevations, or to determine or estimate quantities of materials required, removed or in place.
e. Surveying required for design and construction layout of engineering and architectural infrastructure.
f.

Performing photogrammetric mapping.

STATE Oregon

CITATION 672.007

Acts constituting practice of engineering, land surveying or photogrammetric mapping:
1. A person is practicing or offering to practice engineering if the person:
a. By verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or in any other way implies that the person is or purports to be a registered professional engineer;
b. Through the use of some other title implies that the person is an engineer or a registered professional engineer; or
c. Purports to be able to perform, or who does perform, any service or work that is defined by ORS 672.005 as the practice of engineering.
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STATE Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania-Puerto Rico

CITATION Section

2

Definitions:
a. 1. “Practice of Engineering” shall mean the application of the mathematical and physical sciences for the design of public or private
buildings, structures, machines, equipment, processes, works or engineering systems, and the consultation, investigation, evaluation,
engineering surveys, construction management, planning and inspection in connection therewith, the performance of the foregoing
acts and services being prohibited to persons who are not licensed under this act as professional engineers unless exempt under
other provisions of this act.
2. The term “Practice of Engineering” shall also mean and include related acts and services that may be performed by other qualified
persons, including but not limited to, municipal planning, incidental landscape architecture, teaching, construction, maintenance and
research but licensure under this act to engage in or perform any such related acts and services shall not be required.
3. The foregoing shall not be deemed to include the practice of architecture as such, for which separate registration is required under the
provisions of the act of July 12, 1919 (P.L.933, No.369), entitled “An act to regulate the practice of architecture in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania by providing for the examination and registration of architects by a State Board of Examiners; defining the power and
duties of said board of examiners; and providing penalties for the violation of this act,” excepting only architectural work incidental to
the “practice of engineering.”
4. The “Practice of Engineering” shall not preclude the practice of the sciences which shall include but not be limited to: soil science,
geology, physics and chemistry.

TERRITORY Puerto

Rico

CITATION §

711b

Professional Practice:
(a) Practice of engineering or architecture. -- Comprises the rendering of any professional work or the execution of any work of a
creative nature whose completion requires the knowledge, training and experience of an engineer or architect. It includes the
application of special knowledge of the physical sciences, mathematics, and engineering or architecture for rendering such
professional services or executing such works of a creative nature as may be required in any work involving consulting, studies,
research, appraisals, drawing up of blueprints, measurements, inspections and supervision of works under construction, in order
to ensure compliance with the specifications and the proper execution of the projected works in relation to any public or private
works, facilities, machinery, industrial procedures and methods, equipment systems and works of a technical nature in engineering or architecture.
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STATE Rhode

Island

CITATION §

Rhode Island-South Carolina

5-8-2

Definitions:
f. 1. “Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to services
or creative work such as consultation, investigation, evaluation surveys, planning and design of engineering systems, and the supervision of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with specifications; and embracing those services or work in connection
with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work, or projects in which the public welfare
or the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned.
2. Any person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this chapter, who:
i.

Practices any branch of the profession of engineering;

ii.

By verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself or herself to be an engineer, or through
the use of some other title implies that he or she is an engineer or that he or she is registered under this chapter; or

iii. Holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or who does perform any engineering service or work or any other service designated
by the practitioner or recognized as engineering.

STATE South

Carolina

CITATION 40-22-20

Definitions:
25. ‘Practice of engineering’ means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such
services or creative work as commissioning, consultation, investigation, expert technical testimony, evaluation, design and design
coordination of engineering works and systems, design for development and use of land and water, performing engineering surveys
and studies, and the review of construction for the purpose of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications, any of which
embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment,
processes, work systems projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment of control systems, chemical, communications,
mechanical, electrical, environmental, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or
property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services. The mere execution, as a contractor, of work designed by a professional engineer or supervision of the construction
of such work as a foreman or superintendent is not considered the practice of engineering. A person must be construed to practice or
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South Carolina-South Dakota

offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this chapter who:
a. practices any branch of the profession or discipline of engineering;
b. by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself to be a professional engineer or through
the use of some other title implies that he is a professional engineer or that he is licensed under this chapter; or
c.

holds himself out as able to perform or does perform any engineering service or work or any other professional service designated by
the practitioner or which is recognized as engineering.

STATE South

Dakota

CITATION 36-18A-3

“Practice of engineering,” “design coordination” and “engineering studies” defined:
For the purposes of this chapter, the term, practice of engineering, means the practice or offering to practice of any service or creative
work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge
of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work. Such service or work includes consultation;
investigation; evaluation; planning; design; and design coordination of engineering works and systems; planning the use of land and water;
land-use studies; teaching of advanced engineering design subjects; performing engineering studies; and the review or observation of
construction for the purpose to determine whether the work is in general accordance with drawings, specifications, and other technical
submissions. Any such service or work, either public or private, may be in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines,
equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products, or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic,
pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or property, and including such other professional services
as are necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services.
For the purposes of this section, the term, design coordination, includes the review and coordination of those technical submissions prepared by others, including consulting engineers, architects, landscape architects, land surveyors, and other professionals working under
the direction of the engineer. The term, engineering studies, includes all activities required to support the sound conception, planning,
design, construction, maintenance, and operation of engineered projects, but excludes the surveying of real property for the establishment
of land boundaries, rights-of-way, easement exhibits relating to land boundaries, and the dependent or independent surveys or resurveys
of the public land survey system.
A person is construed to practice or offer to practice engineering if the person practices any branch of the profession of engineering, if the
person, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself or herself to be a professional engineer, or if the person through the use of some other title implies that the person is a professional engineer or that the person is licensed
under these provisions, or if the person holds himself or herself out as able to perform or does perform any engineering service or work or
any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering
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STATE Tennessee

Tennessee-Texas

CITATION 62-2-105

Definitions:
c. A person is construed to practice (or offer to practice) engineering, architecture or landscape architecture who, by verbal claim, sign,
advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way, represents such person to be an architect, engineer or landscape architect, with
or without qualifying adjective, or through the use of some other title implies that the person is an architect, engineer or landscape
architect.

STATE Texas

CITATION §1001.003

Practice of Engineering:
a. In this section:
1. “Design coordination” includes the review and coordination of technical submissions prepared by others, including the work of other
professionals working with or under the direction of an engineer with professional regard for the ability of each professional involved in
a multidisciplinary effort.
2. “Engineering survey” includes any survey activity required to support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, maintenance, or operation of an engineered project. The term does not include the surveying of real property or other activity regulated under
Chapter 1071.
b. In this chapter, “practice of engineering” means the performance of or an offer or attempt to perform any public or private service or
creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in applying special knowledge or judgment of the mathematical, physical, or engineering sciences to that service or creative work.
c.

The practice of engineering includes:

1. consultation, investigation, evaluation, analysis, planning, engineering for program management, providing an expert engineering
opinion or testimony, engineering for testing or evaluating materials for construction or other engineering use, and mapping;
2. design, conceptual design, or conceptual design coordination of engineering works or systems;
3. development or optimization of plans and specifications for engineering works or systems;
4. planning the use or alteration of land or water or the design or analysis of works or systems for the use or alteration of land or water;

Copyright © National Society of Professional Engineers. All Rights Reserved.

27

The data in this document is current as of March 2018

Texas-US Virgin Islands-Utah

5. responsible charge of engineering teaching or the teaching of engineering;
6. performing an engineering survey or study;
7. engineering for construction, alteration, or repair of real property;
8. engineering for preparation of an operating or maintenance manual;
9. engineering for review of the construction or installation of engineered works to monitor compliance with drawings or specifications;
10. a service, design, analysis, or other work performed for a public or private entity in connection with a utility, structure, building, machine, equipment, process, system, work, project, or industrial or consumer product or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, electronic, chemical, hydraulic, pneumatic, geotechnical, or thermal nature; or
11. providing an engineering opinion or analysis related to a certificate of merit under Chapter 150, Civil Practice and Remedies Code; or
12. any other professional service necessary for the planning, progress, or completion of an engineering service.

TERRITORY US

Virgin Islands

CITATION

27 V.I.C. § 282

The practice of engineering means any service or creative work of an engineer, as defined above, the adequate performance of
which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of mathematical, physical, and
engineering science to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluations, survey, planning, and designing of
engineering systems and supervision or inspection of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with the design and plans.
Any graduate civil engineer from a recognized college or university is hereby included in the practice of land surveying as defined in
subsection (h) of this section.

STATE Utah

CITATION 58-22-102

Definitions:
9. a. “Professional engineering or the practice of engineering” means a service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to the service or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, and design coordination of
engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, facility programming, performing engineering surveys and studies,
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and the review of construction for the purpose of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces these
services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work
systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature,
and including other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services.
b. The practice of professional engineering does not include the practice of architecture as defined in Section 58-3a-102, but a
licensed professional engineer may perform architecture work as is incidental to the practice of engineering.

STATE Vermont

CITATION §

1161

Definitions:
2. “Professional engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences and the principles and methods of engineering analysis and design acquired by engineering education and engineering experience, insofar as the
service or work involves safeguarding life, health, or property. This includes consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design
of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land, air, and water and accomplishing engineering surveys and studies, any of
which embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, control systems, fire protection systems, communication systems, transportation systems, projects, and
equipment systems of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, or thermal nature.

STATE Virginia

CITATION §

54.1-400

Definitions:
The “practice of engineering” means any service wherein the principles and methods of engineering are applied to, but are not necessarily
limited to, the following areas: consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of public or private utilities, structures, machines, equipment, processes, transportation systems and work systems, including responsible administration of construction contracts.
The term “practice of engineering” shall not include the service or maintenance of existing electrical or mechanical systems.
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STATE Washington

Washington-West Virginia

CITATION 18.43.020

Definitions:
5. a.“Practice of engineering” means any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training, and experience and the
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such professional services or creative work as
consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, and supervision of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with specifications and design, in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects.
b. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this chapter, who practices
any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself or herself to be a professional engineer, or through the use of some other title implies that he or she is a professional
engineer; or who holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or who does perform, any engineering service or work or any other
professional service designated by the practitioner or recognized by educational authorities as engineering.
c. The practice of engineering does not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment.

STATE West

Virginia

CITATION §30-13-3

Definitions:
e. “Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education,
training and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems; planning the
use of land and water; teaching of advanced engineering subjects, engineering surveys and studies; and the review of construction for
the purpose of assuring compliance with drawings and specifications any of which embraces such services or work, either public or
private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects and industrial
or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress and
completion of any engineering services. Engineering surveys include all survey activities required to support the sound conception,
planning, design, construction, maintenance and operation of engineered projects.
Any person who practices any branch of the profession of engineering or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or
in any other way represents himself or herself to be a professional engineer, or by using another title implies that he or she is a professional engineer or that he or she is registered under this article or who holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or who performs
any engineering service or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering, is considered
to practice or offer to practice engineering within the meaning and intent of this article.
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STATE Wisconsin

Wisconsin-Wyoming

CITATION 443.01

Definitions:
6. “Practice of professional engineering” includes any professional service requiring the application of engineering principles and data, in
which the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health or property is concerned and involved, such as consultation, investigation,
evaluation, planning, design, or responsible supervision of construction, alteration, or operation, in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, projects, bridges, plants and buildings, machines, equipment, processes and works. A person offers to practice professional engineering if the person by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or in any other way represents himself
or herself to be a professional engineer; or who through the use of some other title implies that he or she is a professional engineer; or
who holds himself or herself out as able to practice professional engineering.

STATE Wyoming

CITATION 33-29-201

Definitions:
vii. “Practice of professional engineering” means performing for others or offering to perform for others any “professional service” or “professional creative work” requiring engineering education, training and experience and special knowledge of mathematics, physics and
engineering sciences. An individual performs “a professional service” or “professional creative work” in the practice of professional
engineering if he:
A. Represents himself to be a professional engineer by sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, verbal claim or any other manner;
B. Quotes a fee for a professional engineering service;
C. Executes a contract or agreement for a professional engineering service;
D. Teaches upper division engineering design subjects as a professional engineer at a college or university;
E. Performs research investigations as a professional engineer;
F. Testifies as an expert in professional engineering; or
G. Holds himself out as able to perform or does perform, as a professional engineer, any similar service defined by board rule as the practice of professional engineering.
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