
Many people will be interested in learning about NSPE and its role advancing 
the profession through networking, professional development, and 
advocacy, but on occasion you may encounter objections to membership. 
Here are some guidelines to help you effectively address the concerns of 
these potential members:

• Listen: While it can be frustrating to listen to negativity (especially 
if it is incorrect) you need the entire story before you can change  
the perspective.

• Paraphrase: Repeat the objection in your own words, checking 
for understanding. “It sounds like you feel NSPE is only for civil 
engineers, do I have that right?”

• Respond: When you give your reply, remember you are sharing good 
news and NSPE’s mission. “NSPE, in partnership with the State 
Societies, serves all engineering disciplines and is the recognized 
and authoritative expert in licensure, ethics, and professional 
practice. In addition, NSPE promotes licensure and assists 
individuals from all disciplines in becoming licensed while also 
protecting and enhancing the value of licensure and overall 
opportunities for the licensed engineer.”

 • Anticipate specific objections and how you might address 
them. Here are some suggestions:

• I don’t see any benefit to joining, so why pay? “In addition 
to career resources and an invaluable professional network, 
membership in NSPE is an opportunity to support the rigorous 
advocacy work done on behalf of professional engineers at 
the federal and state levels. NSPE and its state societies are a 
powerful voice in protecting the PE license and the professional 
standards of excel lence. Your membership w i l l  suppor t  
this activity.”

• Why do you care if I’m a member or not? “There is strength in 
numbers. As our membership grows, it will represent a more diverse 
set of specialties, backgrounds, and locations, which will enrich the 
entire membership experience while it unites PEs in the common goal 
of advancing the profession and gaining recognition for it.”

• NSPE only caters to civils. “One of NSPE’s key strengths is that it 
represents a cross section of disciplines. Members value the fact that 
NSPE connects them with engineers from a wide variety of disciplines 
and industries. In fact, less than 50% of NSPE’s membership is made up 
of civil engineers.”

Find more resources, tips, and support at NSPE.org/NSPEunite.
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