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October 31, 2017 

 

J. Steven Gardner, P.E. 

President and CEO 

ECSI, LLC 

340 South Broadway, Suite 200 

Lexington, Kentucky 40508 

 

Dear Mr. Gardner, 

 

On behalf of the National Society of Professional Engineers, I extend our sincerest 

congratulations on being nominated as Director, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 

and Enforcement!  

 

As you know, NSPE has long advocated for licensed professional engineers (PEs) to be 

in responsible charge of all projects that constitute the practice of engineering. The PE 

license demonstrates an individual’s commitment to the highest standards of engineering 

practice and ethical conduct and shows that the individual has the proper education, 

experience, and qualifications to provide vital engineering services to the public. 

 

The important role and responsibilities of the director of the Office of Surface Mining 

Reclamation and Enforcement clearly call for a leader who has proven qualifications 

attained only through a PE license. We are delighted that someone with your proven 

skills, background, and qualifications will be leading this office, which is vital to the 

operations and oversight of thousands of federal engineering projects. 

 

The debate over the role of government in regulating occupations and professions has 

recently come to the forefront, as you know. While the work of PEs clearly affects the 

public health, safety, and welfare, it is not uncommon for federal and state legislators to 

categorize highly educated and trained PEs with nonprofessional occupations (e.g., 

barbers, cosmetologists, etc.) in the debate over eliminating occupational licenses. 

 

During your tenure as director we know you will be a champion who will promote and 

protect the PE license. Please let us know how we might be a resource to you and the 

OSMRE. Arielle Eiser, associate director of advocacy and government relations, at 

aeiser@nspe.org is our contact for assistance.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Tom C. Roberts, P.E., F.NSPE 

 

Cc: Christopher Butler, P.E. 

       NSPE Board of Directors 
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