
 

 

May 20, 2016 
 
Honorable Al Landis 
House Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairman 
77 South High Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Dear Chairman Landis:  
 

On behalf of the more than 31,000 members of the National Society of Professional 
Engineers (NSPE), including more than 1,000 members in Ohio, I am contacting you today to 
oppose Ohio House Bill 214 (Public improvements-piping) as it comes up for consideration 
in the House Energy and Natural Resources Committee.  

Specifically, HB 214 prohibits a public authority from preferring one type of piping material 
over another in projects that receive state funding unless sound engineering practices suggest 
a certain piping material is more suitable to the project. HB 214, although worded rather 
innocuously, treats pipe material and piping situations ubiquitously. The type of pipe in a 
given situation is dependent upon a number of factors including, but not limited to, the fluid 
being conveyed, the chemical/physical characteristics of the fluid, the depth of bury on the 
pipe and the material in which the pipe is buried.  HB 214 additionally places the burden on 
the professional engineer to justify why they chose that specific material instead of relying on 
the professional engineer to make his or her own sound judgement, based upon experience, 
expertise, qualifications and the applied knowledge of engineering principles.  

As set forth in NSPE Position Statement No. 1745, “An engineer in ‘responsible charge’ 
should be completely in charge of, and satisfied with, the work product of the engineering 
services rendered. Additionally, an engineer in ‘responsible charge’ should have and exercise 
the authority to review and to reject or approve both the engineering work in progress and the 
final work product.” 

Under the NSPE Code of Ethics for Engineers, “Engineers must perform under a standard of 
professional behavior that requires adherence to the highest principles of ethical conduct.” 
Professional engineers are obligated to protect the public health, safety, and welfare above all 
other interests. If this bill were to pass, professional engineers would not have the final 
decision on selection of appropriate pipe material for projects. It is the professional engineer 
who protects our safety and the professional engineer who must make this decision. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide this comment and hope you will oppose Ohio 
House Bill 214.  Should you have any questions, comments or concerns regarding this issue 
please feel free to contact Arielle Eiser, NSPE’s Senior Manager of Government Relations at 
aeiser@nspe.org. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Timothy R. Austin, P.E., F.NSPE 
President 
National Society of Professional Engineers 
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