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NSPE and the Nevada Society Resist Inflammatory Occupational Licensure Bill 

Late in the day Tuesday, April 11, at the last minute and without advance warning, a bill in the Nevada legislature 

(A.B. 353) that would erode occupational licensure in the state was scheduled for consideration the next morning. 

Through a network of state contacts, the Nevada Society of Professional Engineers and NSPE were alerted that 

there was a four-hour window to fight back against a bill that could eliminate the PE license. National and state 

leaders immediately went into action, preparing a response to the proposal, including filing a joint letter of         

opposition before the deadline, which was 5:00 p.m. that day. As a result of this timely and forceful intervention, 

in writing and working behind the scenes with our network of national and local licensing contacts, the bill was 

dropped from the legislative committee’s agenda the next day.  

NSPE Urges ABET to Emphasize Licensure’s Role in Engineering Curriculum 

As engineering education accreditors work out the details of how best to prepare          

students for a changing profession, NSPE is strongly advocating for a place in the                 

curriculum for teaching the value of engineering licensure. Accreditation organization 

ABET is revising its criteria for student outcomes and the engineering curriculum, and in 

January 2017, NSPE urged ABET’s Criteria Committee to explicitly reference the value of 

engineering licensure in its new standards. In a letter to Patricia Brackin, chair of the       

Criteria Committee, NSPE President Kodi Verhalen, P.E., Esq., F.NSPE, pointed out, “Every 

state requires licensure for certain aspects of the practice of engineering. A  critical   

component of the engineering curriculum should be ensuring that engineering students 

are aware of the potential that their practice may require a license.”  

NSPE Fights Legislation Interfering with PE Judgment 

NSPE is collaborating with the Ohio Society of Professional Engineers to defeat legislation that would limit the   

professional engineer’s independent judgment when making decisions about the proper type of piping. Similar 

versions of this legislation have been introduced in other states, including South Carolina and Michigan, where 

NSPE has teamed up with the state societies to defeat the measures. The professional engineer’s foremost         

responsibility is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. PEs are already obligated to choose the right   

piping material, based on experience, expertise, qualifications, and applied knowledge of engineering principles.   
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