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EDUCATION COMMUNITIES

Doing good and doing well? It’s not a pipe 

dream for engineers.

Once again, engineering graduates 

come out on top in salary, according to  a 

Payscale.com report. But, the study also 

In Both Money and Meaning, Engineering Ranks High 

Highest-Paying Bachelor Degrees by Salary Potential

Best Schools for Engineering Majors by Salary Potential 

Highest-Meaning Engineering Degrees 

Early  
Career 

Pay

Early  
Career 

Pay

Mid-
Career 

pay

Mid-
Career 

pay

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 11 13 14 14

Petro
leum engineering

$94,600

Stanford University

$84,200

Mining engineering

(#31 in earnings) 73%

Columbia University in 

the City of N
ew York

$78,000

Biomedical engineering 

(#54 in earnings) 72%

University of  

Califo
rnia-Berkeley

$82,600

Nuclear engineering 

(#4 in earnings) 72%

Harvey Mudd College

$78,500

Electric
al power engineering 

(#10 in earnings) 70%

United States 

Naval A
cademy

$79,900

Civil a
nd  

environmental engineering 

(#89 in earnings) 69%

Massachusetts Institu
te  

of Technology

$84,700

Bioengineering 

(#14, tie
d, in

 earnings) 68%

University of Califo
rnia-

Santa Cruz

$76,700

Environmental 

engineering 

(#90 in earnings) 68%

Marietta
 College

$84,300

Marine engineering 

(#6 in earnings) 68%

Duke University

$78,400

Stru
ctural engineering 

(#41, tie
d, in

 earnings) 66%

University of 

Califo
rnia-San Diego

$71,900

Civil e
ngineering 

(#75 in earnings) 65%

$175,500

$158,100

Actuarial m
athematics

$56,400

$131,700

$148,900

Actuarial science

$61,200

$130,800

$148,100

Nuclear engineering

$69,000

$127,500

$148,000

Chemical engineering

$70,300

$124,500

$147,700

Marine engineering

$73,900

$123,200

$147,600

Economics and mathematics

$70,300

$122,900

$147,200

Geophysics

$54,100

$122,200

$147,000

Cognitiv
e science

$54,000

$121,900

$146,900

Electric
al power engineering

$68,600

$119,100

$146,400

Aeronautical engineering 

$65,300

$118,800

Electric
al and computer engineering

$65,300

$118,800

Computer systems engineering

$72,000

$118,000

Bioengineering

$61,600

$116,800

Computer science 

and engineering 

$70,900

$116,800

found that high percentages of respon-

dents in engineering believe their work 

makes the world better.

That’s a double payoff engineers can 

be proud of.
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The survey asked respondents whether they felt their job makes the world a better place.
The engineering disciplines for which the highest percentage of respondents said yes:

The study ranked the earnings for 489 majors. Access all the data from the 2017–2018 College Salary Report at www.payscale.com/
college-salary-report.
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