U.S. Navy, NSWC, Carderock Division 

Eugene T. Camponeschi, Ph.D., P.E.
Camponeschi is a program manager for the Naval Surface Warfare Center – Carderock Division, where he is a recognized expert in the areas of composite materials and structures. He is currently leading the team that is putting two Advanced Enclosed Mast/Sensors Systems on the LPD-17 Class, a new ship class intended to replace four existing amphibious ship classes. Camponeschi’s technical expertise has led to the successful advance of new ideas for the adoption of composites structures into surface ship platforms, and earned the Naval Surface Warfare Center a national and international reputation of technical expertise in the use of integrated topside composite materials for new ship designs.
U.S. Coast Guard
LCDR Dennis C. Evans, P.E.
Evans is a public works officer at the U.S. Coast Guard’s Air Station Borinquen in Puerto Rico, where he leads a staff of 47 and is responsible for maintaining the largest shore facility in the Coast Guard’s Seventh District. In the last two years, he has secured approximately 14,000 hours of supplemental labor (for the price of logistics support only) to take on a multitude of family- and community-focused projects that may not otherwise have been possible given budget constraints. Evans has also been personally recognized for his accomplishments in environmental stewardship, including the use of solar alternatives wherever possible, aggressive recycling efforts to include nonvirgin aircraft fuel, and a housing area curbside recycling program. Due to his efforts, the base has achieved a 220% increase in recycling and a 78% decrease in hazardous waste generation. These successes have been advertised around the Coast Guard as best practices.
Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration
Jeffrey J. Ger, Ph.D., P.E.
Ger, a division bridge engineer with the Federal Highway Administration’s Florida Division, recently received the FHWA Bridge Leadership Council’s Excellence Award for significant customer service provided in the evaluation and implementation of cost-effective bridge repair that will extend the life of critical structures damaged by hurricanes. He also provided critical support in the wake of Florida’s 2004 hurricanes, completing an emergency bridge repair project 26 days ahead of schedule. Prior to working with the FHWA, Ger worked with the Missouri Department of Transportation where he supervised 10 bridge designers and was extensively involved with projects for the seismic retrofitting and strengthening of highway bridges. Ger is also a member of the FHWA National Seismic Virtual Team and is currently writing an analysis computer program for the displacement-based seismic analysis of highway bridges that will be provided to states nationwide.
Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation
Blair P. Greimann, P.E.
Greimann is the lead hydraulic engineer on the Matilija Dam Ecosystem Restoration Project in Ventura County, California, which will improve the endangered steelhead trout populations and restore a natural sediment transport to the Ventura River. He helped redesign downstream facilities to accommodate future sediment loads, engineered a temporary channel through the reservoir sediments, and then helped design the removal of the dam. The feasibility phase of this project won the Army Corps of Engineers 2004 Nationwide Outstanding Planning Achievement Award. Greimann is developing a modeling framework that will simulate both river movement and cottonwood growth on the Sacramento River. His work is critical in developing new water management strategies in the Central Valley of California.
U.S. Navy, Naval Facilities Engineering Command
Dawn Hayes, Ph.D., P.E.
Hayes, an environmental engineer with the U.S. Navy, is a nationally recognized expert in the environmental engineering community. Some of her achievements in design, research, development, and management include developing a quantitative decision model to support a consistent, defensible process for remedy selection at Superfund sites and developing a nationwide streamlined Record of Decision with the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Defense, and the Department of Justice. In addition, Hayes has converted a Superfund Landfill into an educational wildlife and wetland viewing area, enhancing the U.S. Navy’s commitment to the Chesapeake Bay Act, and developed model language for land use controls at environmental restoration sites. Hayes is also a graduate-level instructor in Engineering Management and Systems Engineering at George Washington University.

U.S. Army, 412th Engineer Command
MAJ Clarence B. Kemper, P.E.
Kemper works for the U.S. Army’s 412th Engineering Command and is a leader in engineering design, management, and ethics. In his first engineering position, he helped develop key failure analysis techniques for petrochemical equipment. Mobilized in 2003, Kemper helped resolve a multimillion dollar waster management problem using Computational Fluid Dynamics and in 2004 developed design and procedures for a strategic military pipeline system that has been incorporated into doctrine in Korea. Mobilized again in 2005, Kemper was the lead mechanical, structural, and security engineer for the only corps-level engineer brigade in Iraq, working with both coalition forces and Iraq ministries. His work included schools, civilian water treatment plants, military-civilian water supply systems, equipment troubleshooting, and infrastructure assessment. Despite repeated enemy engagements, Kemper was able to gather the data needed for assessments and construction estimates resulting in a multimillion dollar military construction project approved by Congress.
Center for Disease Control
CDR Kenneth R. Mead, P.E.
Mead is a research mechanical engineer with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, where he works as the lead investigator of an innovative and practical public health engineering effort to develop proven isolation methods for airborne infectious diseases. Following a large-scale terrorism or epidemic event, these methods would augment the limited isolation infrastructure using available filtration equipment and off-the-shelf materials. Mead’s work in this area was heralded by the U.S. Surgeon General as “sentinel research” on emergency airborne isolation. In addition to this work, Mead has also been involved in a project concerning the spray-on truck bed lining industry where exposures produced occupational asthma and death. He developed a prototype push-pull ventilation system and oversaw its installation. He has also brought his skills to work in hospital pharmacy design, helping to develop new guidelines to counteract the contamination of pharmacies with hazardous drugs that have significant potential health consequences.
Tennessee Valley Authority
Jeffrey H. Nelson, P.E.
Nelson is a principal electrical engineer with the Tennessee Valley Authority, where he supervises a group of design engineers and technicians responsible for physical electrical design standards and equipment specifications for substations on the agency’s transmission system. He developed the original design of the first 161-kV fuseless capacitor banks which were installed on the agency’s system, resulting in a 40–50% savings in construction and installation. He promoted the use of fuseless capacitor banks through consultation with several electric power utilities in the U.S. and other countries, and as a result, they are now utilized throughout the industry. Nelson has also served as an advisor for research and development projects including synchronous closing and condition monitoring on circuit breakers, system voltage upgrading, and seismic evaluation of equipment.
Air Force Military Winner
Major Kevin L. Parker, P.E.
Parker is a civil engineer with the U.S. Air Force, where he previously deployed to Baghdad/Fallujah supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom as a joint headquarters program manager with a $208 million workload for the Iraqi Army and the Iraqi Police. There he surveyed frontline Iraqi Police station sites, ultimately securing money to renovate 13 stations and establish police in 3 districts. Parker also prepared Ramadi’s Iraqi Army camp for 1,100 police commandoes in a timely fashion, which allowed a participation boost in the landmark Iraq national elections without incident. As U.S. Air Forces in Europe Command Housing Program Manager, he managed a $19.6 million family housing repair program and led the 100% execution of command-wide requirements affecting 20,000 families. Parker has also previously served as a design engineer for Lajes Field, Azores, managing large projects from design to construction, including repairing a storm-damaged breakwater protecting the island’s sole fuel pier.
Air Force Civilian Winner
Dr. Garrett D. Polhamus, P.E.
Polhamus serves as Chief of the Air Force Research Laboratory, Directed Energy (DE) Bioeffects Division, the world’s premiere center for researching bioeffects of lasers and microwaves. His work enables weapons design, optimal safe test and evaluation, threat assessment, exposure standards, medical preparedness, protection, and informed policy decisions regarding military use of DE. Polhamus’ development and execution of a strategic plan involving improved internal cooperation, enhanced facilities, stronger strategic alliances, and rejuvenated personnel has resulted in the unprecedented growth of the DE Bioeffects Program and strong support from senior management. Some of his recent successes include the critical support of several successful assessments for a new long-range, counter-personnel nonlethal weapon (NLW), development of the first ever exemption to allow human demonstrations of an NLW above normal exposure limits, and development of laser bioeffects data that will allow enormously facilitated tests of the Airborne Laser.
