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License Agreement

 
Read before you use this EJCDC document: 
 

1. Acceptance by use. By accessing, downloading, 
copying, or otherwise using Engineer Joint Contract 
Documents Committee (EJCDC©) Design-Build Series 
Documents (Document(s)), you (Licensee) accept this 
License Agreement (Agreement). If you do not accept, do 
not use the Document.  

 
The terms of the Agreement remain in effect regardless 
of whether it has been removed or remains attached to 
the Document. This Agreement applies to the Document 
only. Other EJCDC Documents may be subject to 
different terms.  
 

2. Definitions. 
(a) “Covered Projects” means a Project that began 

during this Agreements base term (before the 
earlier of the Agreement’s expiration or the 
Revision Release Date). A Project is deemed to 
have “begun” after your purchase of the 
Document and any of the following first occurs: 
(1) the Document (or a derivative) is issued to 

an owner, design-builder, consultant, 
proposers/bidders, design professional, 
or similar Project Participant to invite, 
solicit, or otherwise encourage their 
participation in the Project; 

(2) a solicitation, request, or advertisement 
based on, incorporating, or relying on the 
Document is publicly or privately 
released; or 

(3) a contract based on, incorporating, or 
relying on the Document is executed by 
any party. 

 
(b) “Design‑Build Series” means The EJCDC 

Design‑Build (D‑Series) documents. 
 

(c) “Project” means a specific, bona fide 
procurement, contract, or undertaking by 
Licensee (as owner, design‑builder, 
consultant, proposer/bidder, design 
professional, or similar role). 

 
(d) “Project Use” means the use of the Document 

solely for developing, soliciting, negotiating, 
administering, or performing a Project, 
including controlled distribution to bona fide 
participants in that Project. 

 
(e) “Revision” means the release of a new edition 

of either the specific Document you purchased 
or the Design‑Build Series as a whole by EJCDC 
which supersedes the edition of your 
Document. 

 
(f) “Revision Release Date” means the first public 

release date of a Revision. 
 

(g) “Secure Distribution” means access limited to 
intended recipients by authentication, 
password, access‑controlled links, private 
portals, or similar means—not publicly 
accessible, indexed, or scrappable. 

3. Grant of Limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable 
license. Subject to this Agreement, EJCDC grants the 
Licensee a limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable 
license to: 

(a) Install and copy the Document within the 
Licensee’s organization on any number of 
devices under Licensee’s control. 
 

(b) Use and modify the Document for Project Use. 
 

(c) Distribute the Document for Project Use (only): 
Licensee may transmit the Document, in 
editable or read‑only form, to bona fide Project 
participants (e.g., owners, proposers/bidders, 
subcontractors, sureties) via Secure 
Distribution. 

 
All rights not expressly granted are reserved. 
 

4. Ownership; Notices.  The Document and all EJCDC® 
Design and Construction Related Documents are 
protected by U.S. and international copyright laws. Title 
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and all intellectual property rights remain with EJCDC® 
and its sponsoring organizations. 
 
Licensee must include an EJCDC® copyright notice on 
any Project‑specific draft, modified version, or excerpt: 
 
If revisions are minimal: 
 

Copyright © [EJCDC document date] National 
Society of Professional Engineers, American 
Council of Engineering Companies, and 
American Society of Civil Engineers. All rights 
reserved. 

 
If revisions are extensive, or only portions are used: 
 

This document is a MODIFIED version of EJCDC® 
[Document No.], Copyright © [year] by the 
National Society of Professional Engineers, 
American Council of Engineering Companies, 
and American Society of Civil Engineers, or is 
based in part on excerpts from EJCDC® 
documents. Those portions of the text that 
originated in published EJCDC® documents 
remain subject to copyright. 
 

 
5. Permitted uses. Licensee is limited to Project Use. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the 
following are permitted: 

(a) Editing in standard desktop software (e.g., 
Microsoft Word) and use of ordinary document 
features (styles, fields, auto‑numbering, 
mail‑merge) to prepare Project‑specific drafts. 
 

(b) Inclusion of selected clauses from the 
Document within a broader Project contract 
package. 

 
(c) Controlled posting on a private procurement 

portal or within a Licensee‑controlled 
document management system with Secure 
Distribution to bona fide proposers/bidders 
and other Project participants. 
 

6. Prohibited uses. Licensee shall not: 
(a) Resell, republish, publicly post, or otherwise 

make this Document (in whole or part) on an 
uncontrolled or public‑access website, 
repository, or other location accessible without 
Secure Distribution (no indexing, scraping, or 
open sharing). 
 

(b) Sublicense, assign, or transfer the Document 
or this license, except as expressly permitted 

by EJCDC in this Agreement or in a separate 
license agreement. 

 
(c) Use the Document for non‑Project purposes, 

including building generalized clause libraries, 
forms banks, or “house” templates for use 
outside specific Projects. 

 
(d) Use the Document to compete with EJCDC®, 

including creating substitute templates or 
derivative works offered to third parties as a 
product or service. 
 

7. Artificial intelligence, machine learning, and other 
automated tools.   

(a) Absolute training ban. The Document, any 
modified version, and any excerpt may not be 
used to train, tune, augment, or otherwise 
inform any machine learning, large language 
model, embedding/vector database, or similar 
AI system—whether by direct ingestion, 
fine‑tuning, RAG/embedding, prompt‑based 
learning, or any other technique. 
 

(b) No inputting Document text into generative 
tools. Licensee shall not input, upload, paste, 
transmit, or expose Document text (including 
modified versions or excerpts) to any 
generative AI tool or automated drafting system 
(including SaaS or API‑based services) except 
as expressly allowed elsewhere in this 
Agreement. You are not permitted to subject 
EJCDC intellectual property in any way that 
may result in the same being included in any 
model outputs or derivative outputs that 
replicate or paraphrase Document content. 

 
(c) No automated drafting platforms for 

generalization. Licensee shall not use the 
Document within contract automation, 
template managers, clause libraries, or similar 
tools (on‑premises or SaaS) where the 
Document text would be stored, indexed, or 
made available other than as a single 
Project‑specific working file for the Project at 
hand. 

 
(d) Narrow safe harbor for internal tooling. The 

following limited use is permitted: 
Project‑specific editing within internally 
controlled software (including local document 
assembly/macros) provided that (a) the 
Document text is not exposed to any model, 
embedding store, or tool corpus which may 
learn, train, tune, augment, search, or 
otherwise retain Document text or content 
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otherwise prohibited by this Agreement; (b) 
there is no training, tuning, or retention for 
purposes beyond the specific Project; and (c) 
no third‑party vendor obtains rights to reuse 
Document content. 
 

(e) Vendor and IT controls. If Licensee uses 
third‑party services for storage, hosting, 
collaboration, document management, 
security scanning, or translation, Licensee 
must ensure—by contract or configuration—
that Document content is not used for model 
training or service improvement and is not 
retained beyond Licensee’s permitted 
purposes. 
 

(f) Injunctive relief. Licensee recognizes that use 
of the Document in violation of this Agreement 
causes irreparable harm and, therefore, EJCDC 
is entitled to equitable relief in addition to all 
other remedies 

 
8. Distribution, delivery, and access.  EJCDC may deliver 

the Document by download, secure link, license key, or 
through a secure document platform or portal. EJCDC 
may transition delivery methods over time while 
preserving Licensee’s access to the purchased edition 
for the remaining license term. 
 
Licensee must use Secure Distribution for all sharing. 
Public posting—whether with or without watermarks, 
whether in Word, PDF, or any other format—is 
prohibited. 
 

9. Term.   
(a) Base term.  Licensee may use the Document 

under this Agreement for a base term of three 
years from the date of purchase. Except as 
provided elsewhere in this Agreement, and 
unless terminated earlier, this Agreement and 
Licensee’s right to use the Document 
(including any Revision) terminates at the 
conclusion of the base term. 
 

(b) Extended term. At EJCDC’s sole discretion, it 
may extend the term of this Agreement by 
notifying you, in writing, or by publishing an 
extension on the ejcdc.org website or the 
websites of the National Society of 
Professional Engineers, American Council of 
Engineering Companies, and American Society 
of Civil Engineers. 

 
(c) Effect of Revision. Upon a Revision Release 

Date, subject to permission to use the 
Document for Covered Projects provided 

elsewhere in this Agreement, (1) Licensee may 
not initiate any new Project using the 
superseded edition; (2) Licensee’s right to use 
the superseded edition terminates as of the 
Revision Release Date; and (3) at no additional 
charge, Licensee may obtain (by written 
request to EJCDC) the Revision and may use 
that Revision for the remainder of the unexpired 
base term (including any extension thereof), 
and may initiate new Projects using the 
Revision during that unexpired portion of the 
base term. The issuance of a Revision does not 
extend or reset the base term. 

 
10. Continued use beyond the base term for existing 

projects.  
(a) Permitted continued use. For Covered 

Projects, Licensee may continue to use the 
Document (as edited for that Project) after the 
expiration of the base term through Project 
completion and closeout as reasonably 
necessary to conclude that Project.  
 

(b) No new Projects or generalization. After the 
expiration of the base term or earlier Revision 
Release Date, Licensee shall not start any new 
Project based on the Document or superseded 
edition and shall not transform Project‑specific 
edits of the superseded edition into generalized 
forms or libraries. 

 
(c) Archival copies. Upon expiration of the base 

term, Licensee may retain archival copies in its 
files for recordkeeping, claims, and 
compliance. 

 
11. Educational use. Educational use (e.g., classroom 

distribution, training materials, and similar use) requires 
advance written permission from the EJCDC and may be 
subject to additional terms. 
Limited warranty; remedy. If EJCDC supplies a 
corrupted or inaccessible download or access 
credential, EJCDC will provide a replacement download 
or access credential. This is your sole and exclusive 
remedy. The Document is provided as is without any 
express or implied warranties, including warranties of 
merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, or 
non‑infringement. EJCDC does not warrant that the 
content or functions contained in the Document will 
meet your requirements or that the operation of 
Document will be uninterrupted or error free. 
 

12. Assumption of risk and limitation of liability. EJCDC 
provides the Document and other construction related 
documents and licenses their use worldwide. You 
assume sole responsibility for the selection and use of 



 
EJCDC® Design-Build Document Series License Agreement. 

Copyright© 2026 National Society of Professional Engineers, American Council of Engineering Companies, 
and American Society of Civil Engineers. All rights reserved. 

 

the Documents or use of other information provided by 
EJCDC, or portions thereof, to achieve your intended 
results, and for the installation, use, and results 
obtained from EJCDC Design and Construction Related 
Documents. You acknowledge that the text of the 
Document has important legal consequences and that 
consultation with an attorney is recommended with 
respect to use or modification of the text. 
 
EJCDC allows the end user wide discretion in using and 
editing the attached document, subject to the provisions 
of this Agreement.  You are advised, however, that EJCDC 
documents contain numeric and other cross-
references, and that changes to one part of the 
document may affect other parts.  It is solely your 
responsibility to assure the adequacy and consistency of 
the final document for your purposes.  
 
To the fullest extent permitted by law, EJCDC, its 
sponsoring organizations (American Society of Civil 
Engineers, National Society of Professional Engineers, 
and American Council of Engineering Companies), 
committee members, attorneys, consultants, vendors, 
and advisors shall not be liable for any indirect, special, 
incidental, consequential, or economic damages 
(including lost profits, lost savings, disappointed 
commercial expectations, or contractual liabilities) 
arising out of the content, sufficiency, modification, or 
use of the Document. Some jurisdictions do not allow 
certain exclusions; in those jurisdictions, liability is 
limited to the amount paid for the Document. 
 

13. Assignment, successors, and remedies. This 
Agreement and the license it conveys is personal to 
Licensee and may not be sublicensed, assigned, or 
transferred without EJCDC’s written consent, except to a 
successor by merger or sale of substantially all assets, 
provided the successor agrees in writing to be bound by 
this Agreement. Any unauthorized transfer is void and 
terminates this Agreement. EJCDC’s failure to enforce 
any provision is not a waiver. EJCDC may pursue all 
remedies at law and in equity, including injunctive relief. 
 

14. Termination. This license terminates automatically 
upon (i) expiration of the base term (or any extension 
thereof or completion of a Covered Project), (ii) 
unauthorized transfer or conveyance of any rights or 
license created by this Agreement, or (iii) breach of this 
Agreement by the Licensee. Licensee may terminate at 
any time by destroying all copies (other than archival 
copies) and ceasing to use the Document. Upon 
termination or expiration, Licensee shall cease all 
non‑Project use and destroy editable copies, keeping 
only archival records and copies embedded in contracts 
for Covered Projects. 
 

15. Governing law, notices, and completeness of 
Agreement. This Agreement is governed by the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, without regard to 
conflict‑of‑laws rules. Questions and permission 
requests should be directed to EJCDC at the 
then‑current contact information posted on ejcdc.org. 
This Agreement is the complete and exclusive statement 
of the license and supersedes all prior proposals and 
communications regarding the Document. 

 
Additional information, including information regarding 
the content of this document and other EJCDC Design 
and Construction Related Documents may be 
obtained at ejcdc.org or from the following EJCDC 
sponsoring organizations:  
 
National Society of Professional Engineers 
1420 King Street, Alexandria, VA  22314-2794 
(703) 684-2882 
www.nspe.org 
 
American Council of Engineering Companies 
1015 15th Street N.W., Washington, D.C.  20005 
(202) 347-7474 
www.acec.org 
 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
1801 Alexander Bell Drive, Reston, VA  20191-4400 
(800) 548-2723 
www.asce.org 

http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.acec.org/

