
On August 2, just one day after the I-35 bridge collapse in Minnesota that killed 13 people, the Senate 
unanimously passed the National Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2007 (S. 775), a measure supported by 
NSPE. The bill, cosponsored by Senators George Voinovich (R-OH), Tom Carper (D-DE), Norm Coleman,  
(R-MN), and Hillary Clinton (D-NY), had languished in the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
since early March but was finally passed by the committee on July 31.

Hurricane Katrina and the tragedy in Minnesota have made glaringly clear the need for such legislation. 
According to the Federal Highway Administration, 12% of the nation’s bridges are “structurally deficient” while 
another 13% are “functionally obsolete.” There is currently a $1.2 billion backlog of unfunded Army Corps of 
Engineers operation and maintenance projects. And according to the Urban Land Institute, the U.S. would need 
to spend more than $1 trillion in the next three years just to keep current infrastructure from deteriorating—not 
including major improvement or the building of new infrastructure.

The National Infrastructure Improvement Act would establish a national commission to ensure that U.S. 
infrastructure meets current and future demand and facilitates economic growth. The commission would have 
eight members, chosen by the president and Congressional leadership. The members would have experience in 
economics, public administration, civil engineering, public works, construction, and related design professions, 
planning, or public investment financing.

The commission would be charged with
• Completing a study by February 2009 to address all matters relating to the state of U.S. infrastructure, 

including the capacity of infrastructure improvements to sustain current and anticipated economic 
development methods; the age, condition, and capacity of public infrastructure; repair and maintenance 
requirements; and financing methods and investment requirements;

• Developing recommendations for a federal plan outlining infrastructure priorities; and
• Submitting a report to Congress by February 2010 detailing necessary infrastructure legislation for the 

next 5, 15, 30, and 50 years.

The bill has gained bipartisan support in Congress and from organizations including the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and the American Society of Civil Engineers.

“The tragedies of Hurricane Katrina and the bridge collapse in Minnesota make painfully clear the urgent need 
for improvements to our aging infrastructure,” Senator Voinovich said. “Our infrastructure is collapsing due to 
insufficient funding. And the deterioration of our nation’s waterways and infrastructure systems are impacting 
our economy, our environment, and the overall welfare of the American people. This legislation gets to the 
heart of the problem by establishing a commission that will provide concrete recommendations for future 
infrastructure needs. When enacted, this commission will lead the way in providing long-term solutions to the 
dire problems we currently face.”

Senator Clinton said, “The catastrophic bridge collapse in Minneapolis is a tragic reminder of the growing 
challenge we are facing across the country. Our road-ways, bridges, railroads, and other infrastructure are 
aging and facing growing strain. It is vital that we make needed investments to rebuild and strengthen our 
infrastructure, and this bill will put us on the path toward meeting this pressing need.”

This is not the first time the National Infrastructure Improvement Act has been introduced. Nearly identical bills 
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were introduced in the Senate in 2004 and in the House in 2006 and referred to their respective committees, 
where they died. This time, Congress adjourned for recess before the House of Representatives acted upon its 
version of legislation addressing the nation’s infrastructure.

If anything good can be said to have come from the Minnesota bridge disaster, it is the political momentum 
to maintain and improve U.S. infrastructure to prevent future tragedies. NSPE will continue to support 
comprehensive infrastructure improvement legislation. Keeping America’s infrastructure sound is no longer 
solely in the hands of engineers—now legislators must do their part.

For more information, please refer to NSPE’s Position Statement on Infrastructure at  
www.nspe.org/GovernmentRelations/TakeAction/PositionStatements/ps_inf.html.


