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Thank you Dave for the introduction and welcome everyone to the 2014 NSPE Annual Meeting Leader Conference Track’s first session: “Key Legislative and Regulatory Issues Affecting the Practice of Engineering”. Let’s get started…



NSPE Legislative & Government Affairs Committee

• NSPE’s public policy and advocacy efforts are led by the Legislative & Government 

Affairs Committee (L&GA)

• In collaboration with NSPE Government Relations Office staff, L&GA:

• Sets and promotes NSPE’s legislative agenda

• Provides updates on state and federal legislation;

• Reviews, revises and drafts position statements and issue briefs as needed
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-Let us begin with some brief background on the L&GA Committee.



NSPE’s Public Policy Agenda

• Protecting and promoting Qualifications-Based Selection (QBS)

• Improving our nation’s infrastructure

• Enhancing science, technology, ENGINEERING, and Mathematics (STEM) 

education

• Promoting the licensure of veterans

• Enacting a comprehensive energy policy
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Every year, the L&GA Committee develops NSPE’s public policy agenda based upon careful consideration of the issues that are most important to Professional Engineers and that are most pertinent to the current national and state political landscapes. At last year’s Annual Meeting, the Committee set forth the following public policy agenda for the 2013-2014 year: Protecting and promoting Qualifications-Based Selection (QBS)Improving our nation’s infrastructureEnhancing science, technology, ENGINEERING, and Mathematics (STEM) educationPromoting the licensure of veteransEnacting a comprehensive energy policy Let’s consider these five priorities in greater detail.



Protecting and Promoting QBS

• NSPE has substantially bolstered its internal capacity to vigorously advocate for 

QBS at the federal, state, and local levels.

• NSPE members and staff met with federal congressional offices to underscore the 

importance of promoting QBS over price-bid models and were very well-received.

• NSPE staff is working with state societies to ensure that state QBS laws are 

adhered to.
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-This year has been a very important one for NSPE and its promotion of Qualifications-Based Selection (QBS). NSPE has substantially bolstered its internal capacity to vigorously advocate for QBS at the federal, state, and local levels.-Over the course of the year NSPE members and staff have met with federal congressional offices as well as committee staff to underscore the importance of promoting QBS over price-bid models. These offices have been receptive to NSPE’s message that QBS is key to the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare and that it actually cuts life-cycle costs.NSPE also recognizes that over the years the focus of QBS has shifted toward the states. NSPE staff is working closely with state societies to ensure that state QBS laws are adhered to. For example, in West Virginia where Home Rule laws have enabled municipalities to ignore existing laws, NSPE has worked with the West Virginia Society of Professional Engineers to ensure that QBS statutes are still followed.Background on QBS: Qualifications-based selection, or QBS, is a procurement method wherein price becomes a factor following selectionBasically, QBS means that the best firm gets the jobNSPE believes that all engineering services should be performed by qualified engineers on the basis of design ability, experience, integrity and judgmentQBS is one of NSPE’s core issuesProfessional Policy 131 - Procurement of Engineering Services (QBS)Issue Brief – Qualifications-Based Selection



Improving National Infrastructure

• National infrastructure has been one of the top legislative topics on 

Capitol Hill and will continue to be a dominant issue throughout 2014.

• Water Resources Reform Development Act (WRDDA) Enacted

• MAP-21 Reauthorization Pending

• Highway Trust Fund Faces Insolvency
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The past year has been an extraordinarily busy and important one for infrastructure, with the two most significant pieces of infrastructure legislation taking center stage in Congress. In the fall of 2013, both chambers of Congress overwhelmingly passed the first Army Corps of Engineers authorization (know as the Water Resources Reform Development Act or WRDA) since 2007. The bill was then sent to conference committee and an agreement was reached in May 2014. The bill was enacted into law last month. With WRRDA finished, the same authorizing committees in the House and Senate turned to the surface transportation authorization, known as MAP-21, which is set to expire on September 30th of this year. The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee unanimously reported the MAP-21 Reauthorization to the Senate in May. The Senate Finance Committee still needs to come up with a financing mechanism for the bill, which is the legislation’s primary sticking point. The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee has yet to introduce companion legislation. A stopgap measure will likely be needed.The Highway Trust Fund, which is a major component of MAP-21 and is absolutely critical to the maintenance of our national infrastructure is set to become insolvent this month. The most likely course of action is a short-term (3 to 6 month) patch to buy some time to come to a long-term solution for the Highway Trust Fund. This is an issue that NSPE and its state societies are actively monitoring and lobbying on.



STEM Education

• NSPE Position Statement No. 1768- Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics Education

• STEM Education at the K-12 Level

• Improved STEM Education Needed for an Informed Citizenry in an Increasingly 

Technical World

• An Increased Emphasis on the “E” in STEM

• National STEM Strategic Plan for K-12 Education
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STEM education is one of the most discussed legislative issues in Washington, DC and one of our most active federal legislative issues. In 2013, NSPE approved a comprehensive position statement on STEM education focusing on four key areas:STEM Education at the K-12 LevelImproved STEM Education Needed for an Informed Citizenry in an Increasingly Technical WorldAn Increased Emphasis on the “E” in STEMNational STEM Strategic Plan for K-12 EducationOver the past year, NSPE has worked closely with congressional offices on both sides of the political aisle to promote these key objectives. In particular, NSPE has worked to raise awareness about the key importance of the “E” in STEM: Engineering! To this end, NSPE has championed the Educating Tomorrow’s Engineers Act (S. 1178/H.R. 2426) and garnered Democratic and Republican cosponsors.Now when we talk about STEM, we think about the Engineering component. Unfortunately, all too often policymakers and the public focus on the science and math to the exclusion of engineering. NSPE strongly asserts that a greater emphasis must be placed on engineering. If  we are to increase the number of engineering graduates, it is essential that we ensure that all students possess an understanding of the creative processes, the challenges, and the rewards of engineering.



Promoting the Licensure of Returning Veterans

• NSPE Position Statement No. 1769: Licensure of Returning 

Veterans

• S.1982: Comprehensive Veterans Health and Benefits and Military 

Retirement Pay Restoration Act of 2014. 
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New to the legislative list of priorities this year is the issue of promoting the licensure of returning veterans. Indeed, this has been an important year for NSPE and this issue. In July 2013, the NSPE Board of Directors approved NSPE Position Statement No. 1769: Licensure of Returning Veterans. Given the importance of this issue, the Legislative and Government Affairs Committee added the issue to its list of top priorities. The timing could not have been more serendipitous. In February, the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee took up an omnibus veterans affairs bill, S. 1982, the Comprehensive Veterans Health and Benefits and Military Retirement Pay Restoration Act of 2014. Introduced by Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee Chairman Bernie Sanders (I-VT), this legislation (S.1982) addresses the needs of the veterans’ community and responds to issues raised by veterans and their organizations in numerous hearings and private meetings. NSPE was specifically asked by the Committee to address the professional license component of the legislation and commends S.1982 for acknowledging the need to protect the professional licenses of uniformed service members. The legislation was voted down in the Senate. However, NSPE continues to promote this issue and work with the Committee to promote the licensed Professional Engineer.



Enacting Comprehensive Energy Policy

• NSPE Position Statement 1759: Natural Gas

• NSPE Position Statement 1757: Nuclear Electric Power

• Extensive regulatory action in the absence of comprehensive energy legislation.
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Lastly, but certainly not least, is the issue of enacting comprehensive energy policy.This has been a very interesting year for energy policy. Energy markets have seen dramatic upheaval over the last few years and this year was no exception. To address the changes in the energy sector, the L&GA Committee made major revisions to two of its most important energy position statements: NSPE Position Statement 1759: Natural GasNSPE Position Statement 1757: Nuclear Electric PowerBoth position statements account for the impact of new technologies increasing access to both conventional and unconventional resources. To reduce our reliance on oil and other foreign sources of energy, NSPE strongly supports a diversified portfolio of economically feasible domestic energy options and technologies along with a vigorous program of long-term national emphasis on energy conservation and efficiency. Given the current political climate and frequent shifts in the energy market, enacting comprehensive energy policy has proven too difficult a task for Congress. However, the past year has been anything but uneventful as extensive regulatory action, particularly by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), has become the norm in lieu of comprehensive energy legislation. Regulations affecting carbon emissions and coal plants in particular are a source of great debate and will continue to be a very important issue in the next year and beyond. To learn more about how you can get involved in NSPE’s advocacy efforts, please participate in the Leader Track session this afternoon at 1:30 pm entitled: “Advocacy at the Local, State, and National Levels-Critical Considerations and Key Tools.This concludes the L&GA overview and I now turn it over to Art Schwartz to discuss the LQPC overview.
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