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INTRODUCTION

In 1999, approximately 2.8 million people in the United States had
been awarded an engineering degree at the baccalaureate level or
above (figure 1). Some of these engineering graduates—about 1.3 million
of them—were employed as engineers. At the same time, 1 million
of their colleagues were applying their engineering knowledge to
solve problems in a surprising variety of non-engineering careers.
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Figure 1
Engineering graduates and engineering occupations: 1999

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, SESTAT (Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System), 1999.
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