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1997 CHAPTER PROGRAM ON ETHICS

(Fact Situation)

HERE’S  THE ISSUE:

With the heightened globalization of engineering practice, professional engineers are increasingly finding themselves practicing in different countries around the world and exposed to cultures that are different from those with which they are accustomed.  Some of these countries have standards of engineering ethics and practice that are significantly different than those which exist in the United States.

For example:

· In some countries it is considered proper for government contractors and consultants to provide governmental officials with expensive gifts and other items of value prior to and following the award of a contract.   

· In some countries, building code as well as environmental, health and safety standards and employment may not be as rigorous as they are in the United States.

· In some countries, engineering licensure laws and disciplinary procedures quite different than those that exist in the United States.

These are just  a few examples of the differences that may exist between engineering practice in the United States and abroad.  These difference currently pose an ethical challenge for those seeking to practice abroad because it is not always clear which standard should apply -- the standards of the US or the standards of the host country -- and what factors must be considered by the engineer in resolving these issues.

QUESTIONS:

1.
As a professional engineer practicing abroad, what factors would you consider in deciding how to respond to these ethical challenges?

2.
What other ethical challenges do you think could arise as a result of the difference in cultures that might exist between the US and other countries?    

3.
What standards should apply to you and your company when practicing within another nation?   

4. 
What would be the most appropriate way of addressing these issues and other issues?    


* * *



